
Newsletter - Fall 2015

155 James Street N.  Hamilton, Ontario  L8R2K9    905.529.3355    theinc.ca

UPCOMING: INTO THE WILD
Sonny Assu, Jason Brown, Leisure (Susannah Wesley and Meredith Carruthers), Duane 
Linklater, Alex McLeod, Darren Rigo, Elinor Whidden, Daniel Young & Christian Giroux 
as well as select works from the Art Gallery of Hamilton and the Workers Arts and Heritage 
Centre’s permanent collections.

Curated by Caitlin Sutherland

Darren Rigo, Innermost Part, 2011, C Print. Image courtesy of the artist.

September 5 – October 17, 2015
Opening Reception and artist talk with Young and 
Giroux: September 5, 2:00-4:00pm

Into the Wild explores expectations of Canadian 
wilderness—the fictitious narratives and 
mythology surrounding a hyper-aestheticized 
Canadian landscape. Landscape is political. It is 
framed. And most importantly, it is never neutral. 

Read more at Into the Wild.
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Wednesday, October 7, 2015

INC. spots is an event exclusively for Inc. members to meet, discuss art and exchange ideas. 
It is an event inspired by the Pecha Kucha presentation style (20 images for each 20 seconds) 
that has a format of fast-paced and concise presentations involving multiple speakers. INC. 
spots encourages Inc. members to present their practice, whether it is focused on their previous 
and/or current studio practice, projects and influences. All submissions must be sent to 
communications@theinc.ca

7–9 PM @ Hamilton Artists Inc.
     7–8 PM = presentations
     8–9 PM = meet and greet

Friday, October 16, 2015 
The INC. Opens New Courtyard

As part of the Inc.’s strategic vision, the Courtyard 
has been transformed into a beautiful new outdoor 
extension of the gallery. It will be used as a seasonal 
presentation space for visual and performance art, as 
well as a fully functioning event and green space open 
to the community.

Both Phase I and II of the transformation of the Courtyard were generously supported by 
ArcelorMittal Dofasco’s Corporate Community Investment Fund. The renovation was a big 
undertaking that involved grading, raising catch basins, new wiring for exterior lighting and 
power, and laying a new foundation. The Courtyard also features bench seating, planters and 
vegetation.

Please join us to celebrate its launch. The event will mark the close of the Into the Wild 
exhibition and include an artist talk with 2013 Sobey Award winner, Duane Linklater.
6:30 PM @ Hamilton Artists Inc. Artist-Run Centre

EVENTS

INC
SPOTS

mailto:communications@theinc.ca
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Saturday, November 7, 2015
Annual General Meeting | SWARM Member’s Exhibition 
Opening and Dance Party

Come down to meet with the Board of Directors and Staff at the AGM. Get the latest updates on 
programming events, gallery exhibits, workshops, and community initiatives. Learn about the 
different committees, volunteer and networking opportunities at the Inc. Everyone is welcome to 
attend and vote, then...

SWARM! This salon style annual members exhibition exemplifies the diversity of our active 
artist membership – new themes, new approaches, new directions. Last year 120 members 
exhibited their work and this year will be just as exciting.  Come for the art, stay for the dancing 
and fun.

Friday, December 11 (6–10PM) & 
Saturday December 12, 2015 (11AM – 5PM)
Craft Mart*

Craft Mart* is a curated pop-up craft and design market that hosts talented and avant-garde 
makers.  It’s the perfect time and place to nab that awesome something-something right before 
the holiday season. Craft Mart* will be open to the public during Art Crawl as well as the 
following day for your purchasing pleasure.

EVENTS
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Tapestry: Queering the Gaze
JJ Levine
May 25 – September 27, 2015 

JJ Levine’s practice challenges normative depictions of gender through the subversion of 
traditional photographic techniques. This special project uses Hamilton Artists Inc.’s external 
Cannon Project Wall to display three large-scale photographs (totalling 6.5’ x 29’) from Levine’s 
series Tapestry (2007-2014). Read more here.

ON NOW: 

A WORD FROM OUR NEW DIRECTOR 
I want to take this opportunity to say hello, and thank all of you for your warm welcome as 
I start my new position as Administrative Director at the Inc. This summer has provided an 
exciting immersion into the various workings of an artist-run centre—meeting members, 
corresponding with sponsors, writing grants, keeping up with 
the courtyard construction, and planning our roster of fall 
events—all of which was supported by the Inc.’s dedicated 
board, staff and volunteers. I look forward to meeting more of 
you in the coming months, to developing professional resources 
for our members, and promoting the very excellent and critical 
programming initiatives produced by the Inc. Please feel free 
to introduce yourselves! I’m interested in learning more about 
the centre’s history, and engaging our members to build on the 
strengths of this organization in order to pave the way for our 
next 40 years. I hope to meet you at the gallery soon! 

Alana Traficante – Administrative Director

http://www.theinc.ca/exhibitions/jj-levine-tapestry-queering-the-gaze/
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THEMATIC CALLS: 
Member Exhibitions
Applications due November 30, 2015

Please note you must be a member in good standing in order to exhibit in the James Gallery.
For more information, please email programming@theinc.ca.

The Inc always welcomes new members, who will then be eligible to exhibit in this space. Please 
see: http://theinc.ca/membership/

Call: Art School Throwback
Feb. 6 – March 12, 2016

Think back to your time in art school, a time of secret optimism cloaked in cynical posturing and 
all night studio sessions. When thinking back to these formative years of your career, what is 
the one work of art that stands out, that is frozen timeless in your mind’s eye? Do you return to 
it again and again because it was an indicator of future success? Or maybe because it was hope-
lessly derivative and was quickly lambasted in a bare-knuckle brawl style critique.

For the exhibition Art School Throwback we are asking professional artists to submit a selected 
work of art from their days in art school.  Don’t have any of your art school masterpieces? 
Then we’ll accept recreations of your lost magna carte. This could be the reason you have been 
stashing that dusty Damien Hirst rip off in your parent’s basement for the last two decades.

Click here to download application form.

Call: Curated / Self Curated Exhibition
March 26 – May 21, 2016

Hamilton Artists Inc. is seeking applications for a curated/ self curated exhibition to be presented 
in the James Gallery. Members may act as an independent curator in an exhibition featuring up 
to 3 artists, or include themselves in an exhibition featuring up to 3 artists. Exhibitions should 
have a strong thematic connecting the works on display. The committee is interested in work that 
displays forward thinking and experimental qualities while also evidencing theoretical, critical 
and/or conceptual engagement. Projects with a community engagement component will also be 
looked at favorably by the committee.

Click here to download application form.

http://theinc.ca/membership/
http://www.theinc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Art-School-Throwback-Application-form.pdf
http://www.theinc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Self-Curated-Application-form.pdf
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Call: Technology and Identity
June 4 – July 30, 2016

Technology is embedded in the fabric of our daily lives. Where are you in relation to it? To what 
extent does technology take a role in your life? How aware are you of that overlap? Where does 
the real you exist?

Hamilton Artists Inc. is seeking critical, conceptual and/or experimental work from our members 
that explores our relationship with technology and addresses the interface between technology 
and identity. What is the social impact of technology on the political ecology of self, other and 
community? How does technology impact our identity or change us? How does technology 
influence your identity? How does technology influence or figure into your art practice?  What 
are the connections between technology and identity? How do we change/develop it – or how 
does it change/develop us?

Click here to download application form.

Call: Figure in the Landscape
August 12 – October 16

Hamilton Artists Inc. seeks works that explore the theme of “figure in a landscape.” Though a 
historically traditional theme, the Inc. is interested in work in all media that endeavors to place 
the contemporary figure within its physical context, both natural and urban. How do we relate 
to our environment and how do we create our environment? From Lascaux cave paintings to 
Robert Smithson’s Spiral Jetty, what do we do with the stuff around us? Are you concerned with 
environmental issues of stewardship or is the planet simply for our use? Is the landscape just a 
background or an active participant in its representation? Show us where you stand.

Click here to download application form.

THEMATIC CALLS (cont’d): 

http://www.theinc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Technology-and-Identity-Application-form.pdf
http://www.theinc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Figure-in-the-Landscape-Application-form.pdf
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: 
SUPERCRAWL and FALL EVENTS

The Inc. is looking to build our roster of volunteers for fall events, beginning with Supercrawl, 
September 11-13.  We anticipate approximately 2,500 visitors over the course of the weekend, 
and are seeking assistance to monitor and animate exhibition spaces in order to deliver engaging 
art experiences to this diverse audience. Contact director@theinc.ca for more information.

GALLERY ANIMATEURS  
The Inc. is seeking regular volunteers for in-gallery support through the fall programming sea-
son.  This opportunity is a great fit for members who enjoy engaging with the public to animate 
challenging and critical art practices, and can make a weekly commitment to the Inc. Training 
and background information regarding each exhibition will be provided. Please email director@
theinc.ca with your interest and availability. 

COMMUNITY ARTS NEWS 

•  SpaceFinder (an aid to finding affordable work spaces) is coming to Hamilton
•  Quest Art juried competition for 2D & 3D Fabric art
•  Culture Days 2015 - Sept. 25, 26, 27
•  10th Annual Hamilton Film Festival
•  2015 RBC Award for Glass and Winifred Shantz Award for Ceramics
•  Burlington Public Art Call for Artists

mailto:director@theinc.ca
mailto:director@theinc.ca
mailto:director@theinc.ca
http://hamilton.spacefinder.org/
http://www.akimbo.ca/akimbos/?id=77154
http://on.culturedays.ca/en
http://www.hamiltonfilmfestival.com/
http://www.theclayandglass.ca/events/awards/
http://burlingtonpublicart.com/calls-for-artists/
Hamilton Film Festival



