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STRAWBERRY (tierra/land)

Chlorothalonil is used as a treatment for botrytis grey mould, a cause of fruit rot.
Glyphosate (roundup) targets grass and broadleaf®

Rights Proclamation’ invites supporting signatures from gallery visitors. Nearby: a screenprint poster of
Mexican revolutionary and farmer Emiliano Zapata®, TIERRA Y LIBERTAD-LAND AND FREEDOM-in all caps
red across his face. In solidarity, workers and allies demand migrant worker’s rights: that farm owners adhere
to safe conditions and fair labour practices, that the Mexican Consulate of Vancouver stop blocklisting workers
who address injustice, and that the Canadian government ensure both abide by our laws. This proclamation
responds to seasonal agricultural workers’ urgency to not be treated disposable.’

Two pieces directly address the political organizing of migrant farmworkers. An Agriculture Migrant Workers’ <

This is crucial work-in a recent open letter written to their labour minister, Jamaican migrant workers working
in Ontario revealed their experience of inhumane conditions, including exposure to pesticides
(chlorothalonil, glyphosate) without adequate protection.’ Since the very first year of the program workers
have faced reprisal from employers and their own governments for naming injustice while Canadian
authorities stand by." If workers speak up about healthcare provision, housing conditions, or working on a
holiday, they can be barred from coming back.

In his artist’s talk, Colin talks about balance: politics and poetry, message and human connection. Artist and
critic Hannah Black mused, “1 suspect that effective radical struggles have to be far more antagonistic and
communal than is possible within the realm of contemporary art.”'? Yet Colin’s practice entirely sidesteps
these traditional pitfalls. He owns up to his investment in the work-as someone from Mexico, from a
working-class background-and also what he is not-from a family impacted by what he calls sporadic

diaspora. As a volunteer with Dignidad Migrante Society, he is not extractive, contributing actively as well as
artistically.

Our governments work for us. Will we stand with our neighbours who feed us?
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BLACKBERRY - (dignidad/dignity)
Chester Thornless, widest in the world
Loch Ness, standard semi-erect thornless
Metolius, good shelf life

Obsidian, winter hardiness®

Overhead, papel picado flitter with images of blueberries, raspberries, strawberries, and blackberries,
Festividades en dias soleados (Festivities on Sunny Days). Courtyard air makes bright flags

*shussshhhhhh*.

Baroque, ornamented, visual exuberance that blooms homesickness for holidays and
celebrations-nodding to interconnected relationships with family and friends - hardiness, standing straight,
names passed down across generations. Where 12 hours per day reflects labour, these papel are a
dancing balance. In her open letter Suspending Damage, Eve Tuck entreats communities engaging with
research, “to recognize that our communities hold the power to begin shifting the discourse away from

damage and toward desire and complexity.” Little México manifests dignity by not centering damage, by
celebrating festivity alongside. | '

4. Meaning “perforated paper” - these flags were created by Alejandro Martinez Arriaga, a member of a family in Puebla who have practiced the art
form for over 3 generations.

5. Eve Tuck. (2009). Suspending Damage: A Letter to Communities. Harvard Educational Review, 79(3).
6. Janice Elmhirst. (2005). Crop Profile for Strawberry in Canada. Agriculture and AgriFood Canada.
7. Carlos Colin, “Proclamacién (Proclamation),” Little Mexico.

8. Zapata inspired and lead Zapatismo, a social movement to return land to Indigenous peasant farmers. Tierra y Libertad is the title of a play by
Mexican anarchist Ricardo Flores Magén.
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BLUEBERRY (justicia/justice)

Tiny berries, cheeks to the ground. Giant industry - S663M each year. 59.1% of
Canada’s gross fruit export (dwarfing runner-up sweet cherries at 11.6%).’
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20 ball caps in a straight line: 12 hours per day. Sweat-stained, torn in places, destroyed by the sun, they
register the labour of those who wore them in a field Monday-Saturday. (Some are red with the logo of the
Secretaria del Trabajo y Previsién Social (STPS), given to incoming workers when they arrive in Canada.)
Hats can only be used 2-3 months before they get too itchy and are switched out. They hang at the same
height as if owned by the same person, marking years of 8-month trips, making the individual universal. Peter,
Colin’s friend and a temporary farm worker who also worked as a vendor af Carlos’ local farmer’s market,
gave him these hats. This project grew out of Colin’s desire not to show the types of images of workers
tamiliar in documentaries - people suffering, exhausted. To not impose on people to pose who just want their

bed.

Colin’s collaborators, Dignidad Migrante Society, an organization built by temporary foreign workers in
2006 in the Okanagan Valley, were emphatic that their faces be included. This work is critical to the Canadian
economy and the food on its table. The workers remain invisible. So a projector highlights them, cycling
through photos by Luz Rosas of their daily lives: cooking, celebrating, doing laundry, resting on Sundays,
seeing new and old friends. Close photos, the kind we take to document each other and ourselves. Both the
insistence of organizers and active consent of the photographed workers resist a longstanding dynamic of
photographer-as-invader that led Susan Sontag to frame photography as a chronically voyeuristic relation to

1. Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, “Statistical Overview of the Canadian Fruit Industry, 2022,” June 27, 2023.
2. Susan Sontag. (2005). On Photography (First electronic edition). Rosetta Books (originally Farrar, Straus & Giroux), 16.
3. Food, M. of A. and. (2024, March 8). Blackberries—Province of British Columbia. British Columbia; Province of British Columbia. Retrieved July 13, 2024.
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